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(8) Should any member of the System in any period of six con-
secutive years after becoming a member be absent from service more
than five years, or should he withdraw his contributions, or should
he become a beneficiary or die, he shall thereupon cease to be a
member.
(9) Any former employee or teacher honorably discharged from
the armed services of the United States shall have ninety (90) days
from the date of discharge from such services to make an election to
become a member of this Retirement System, and if the said ninety
(90) days have expired, ninety (90) days from April 26, 1945 to
make such election.
Section 4. Creditable Service
(1) Under such rules and regulations as the Retirement Board
shall adopt, each member, who was a teacher or employee at any time
prior to July 1, 1945, and'who becomes a member on or before De-
cember 31, 1949, shall file a detailed statement of all service as a
teacher or employee rendered by him prior to July 1, 1945, for which
he claims credit.
(2) The Retirement Board shall fix and determine by appropriate
rules and regulations how much service in any year is equivalent to
one year of service, but in no case shall more than one year of serv-
ice be creditablq for all services in one year. Service rendered for the
regular school year in any district shall be equivalent to one year's
service.
(3) Subject to the above restrictions and to such other rules and
regulations as tile Retirement Board may adopt, the Board shall
verify, as soon as practicable after the filing of such statements, the
service therein claimed. In lieu of a determination of the actual com-
pensation of a member that was received during such period of prior
service the Retirement Board may use for the purpose of the System
the compensation rates which, if they had progressed with the rates
of salary increase shown in the tables as prescribed in Section 6,
Subsection (12), would have resulted in the same average earnable
compensation of the member for five years immediately preceding
July 1, 1945, as the records show the member actually received.
(4) Upon verification of the statements of service, the Retirement
Board shall issue prior service certificates certifying to each member
the period of service prior to July 1, 1945, with which the member
is credited on the basis of his statement of service. So long as member-
ship continues a prior service certificate shall be final and conclusive
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